
TAYLOR COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

PATRON CODE OF BEHAVIOR
The Board of Trustees and the Administration of the Taylor County Public Library are dedicated to providing a full range of library services and protecting the rights of access for all members of the community, regardless of age, gender, racial or ethnic origin, religion, economic status, etc. The Patron Code of Behavior Policy has been established to provide a peaceful, comfortable, and safe environment for all library users and staff. The following nondiscriminatory policies deal with behavior and conduct. 

Library patrons are asked to respect and follow the policies listed below. Patrons who violate the policy will receive notice that they are in violation and may be asked to leave the library.
The following list is not all-inclusive or complete, but merely gives examples of disruptive behavior that will not be tolerated:

a.  illegal acts

b. possession of weapons

c. use of any tobacco product
d. physical action or the threat of physical action that could cause harm
e. verbal abuse towards patron, guest and/or staff

f. obscene language or gestures

g. extended loud speaking or noise

h. voyeurism and/or exhibition

i. destruction of library property or material

j. a pattern of napping or sleeping

k. under the influence of or use of alcoholic beverages or drugs

l. use of skateboards, roller blades, skates, scooters, or shoes with wheels on library property

m. soliciting in or outside the library

n. cell phones ringing and/or conversations

o. use of the parking lot by non-library users
p. running and/or excessive play in or on library property
q. use of public restrooms for purposes of bathing, shaving, etc.

r. an odor nuisance (body or fragrance)

Children unaccompanied by a parent or other adult are welcome to remain as long as they are legitimately using the library’s facilities and abiding by the rules. Children who become disruptive may be asked to leave and/or parents or guardians notified to pick the child up as soon as possible.
A parent or other adult accompanying a child or children in the library is expected to prevent the child from running, making excessive noise, pulling books from the shelves or otherwise behaving disruptively. If the parent or adult cannot control the child, both may be asked to leave the library.

In the event of a violation of the Patron Code of Behavior, sanctions may be taken in the form of warning, a request to leave the library property, a call to legal authorities, or other legal action as, in each instance, seems most appropriate.

The use of Library equipment is as follows:

a. COMPUTERS AND PRINTERS are available in the designated areas.  

Policies for the use of these machines are posted at each station and left to the responsibility of the patron to read. Any violation of the policy will result in expulsion from use.

b. MICROFILM READER is available to all patrons. A parent or other 

Responsible adult must accompany a child under 13 years of age. A charge applies for all microfilm prints and must be paid for at the circulation desk.
c. PIANO is available for public use. Children under the age of 16 must 

be accompanied by an adult. Headphones must be used at all times.

d. PHONE may only be used to call for transportation or in the case of 

an emergency.

All items in the Patron Code of Behavior have been adopted with the intentions of making the Library environment as comfortable and safe as possible for all users. The West Virginia State Code (§10-1-7) provides for such regulations “The board (of Trustees) may exclude from the use of the library under its charge any person who willfully and persistently violates any rule or regulation prescribed for the use of the library or its facilities.”
Policy revised and adopted by the Taylor County Public Library Board of Trustees on 11/19/12.
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