Taylor County Public Library
Collection Development Policy

I. Mission Statement

The Taylor County Public Library exists to provide local communities and the general public with a means of informational, educational, cultural, and personal enrichment services. Professional Library staff strive to instruct our patrons on how to locate information, assist them in the utilization of the Library’s resources and provide them the access to gain information elsewhere. The Library supports the American Library Association’s Freedom to Read and Library Bill of Rights.
II. Objectives
The goal of the Taylor County Public Library is to provide materials and services to all individuals in the community which will aid them in the pursuit of information, education, research, recreation and culture by providing the best possible collection with the available financial resources. The Library provides service to all within the framework of its rules and regulations and does not knowingly discriminate in its material selection regarding race, sex, religion, political philosophy, personal history, disability or any other characteristic that is protected by federal, state, or local law. The existence of a particular viewpoint in the collection is an expression of the Library’s policy of intellectual freedom, not an endorsement of the particular point of view.
III. Responsibility
The ultimate responsibility for materials selection rests with the Director of the Taylor County Public Library who operates within the framework of the policies established by the Board of Trustees. The Director may delegate to qualified Library staff the responsibility to interpret and guide the application of this policy in making day to day selections.

IV. Selection Criteria

The selection of materials shall be made on the basis of: interest, information, appropriateness, and relevance to and for the public in the service area in compliance with the mission and goals of the Library. The following general criteria are used in the selection of materials:
a. Importance and value to the collection and library users

b. Popular demand 

c. Significance of the subject matter

d. Local interest

e. Permanent or timely value

f. Relation to existing collection
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g.   Accuracy and authoritativeness

h. Cost and budgetary considerations
i. Suitability of subject and style for intended audience

Any item will not need to meet all of these conditions in order to be acceptable. When judging the desirability of materials, any combination of standards may be used.

Each acquisition, whether purchased or donated, is considered in the light of the prioritization set by the overall program of the service of the Library. It is neither practical nor possible to select for all patron needs. The Library does not promulgate particular beliefs or views, nor is the selection of any given book equivalent to endorsement of the viewpoint of the author expressed within. 
V. Formats of Materials

Materials may be available in a variety of formats. Factors governing the choice of format include anticipated use, space available, ease of access and the format of earlier editions. When all factors are equal, ease of access by the public should be the primary consideration.

VI. Donations, Gifts and Memorials

The Taylor County Public library accepts gifts, donations of materials, and will purchase memorials.  The Library reserves the right to evaluate all gifts, donations, and memorial requests in accordance with the criteria in this policy.  Those which do not meet the Library’s objectives and policies may be refused. If donated materials cannot be used, the Library, upon the patron’s permission, may dispose of or sell unsuitable materials. Bookplates will be provided for memorials and gifts and letters of acknowledgement will be sent to the donor and the recipient. 

VII. Weeding or Withdrawal of Materials
Weeding is the systematic removal of materials from the collection no longer useful and is an ongoing process directly related to collection development. Unnecessary items remaining in a collection can weaken a library; outdated materials, discredited materials and items no longer of interest should be considered for withdrawal. The professional staff of the library, under the general direction and supervision of the Library Director, will be responsible for the weeding of the collection.
VIII. Reconsideration of Materials
The Library Board of Trustees considers all materials selected under this policy to be constitutionally protected under the First Amendment 
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     of the United States Constitution. The choice of library materials by

                users is an individual matter. While a person may reject materials for                           

     him/herself and for his/her children, he/she cannot exercise censorship



     to restrict access to the materials by others. All requests for  
                reconsideration of materials will be handled in the following manner:

 


1. The staff member receiving the complaint will ask the patron 


to fill out a Request for Consideration of Library Materials



form.

2. The Library Director and the professional staff will evaluate

the material in question, consider the merits of the completed request form and consider whether the material meets the selection criteria outlined in this policy. A decision will be made to keep or withdraw the material within a reasonable period of time. The patron will be notified in writing of the reasons for the decision. If the patron is not satisfied with the action taken, he/she may appeal to the Library Board of Trustees at a regularly scheduled Board meeting. 
Policy revised and adopted by the Taylor County Public Library Board of Trustees on 11/19/12.
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